Acquaintance with him; and one L 


dy placing her in a 
‘Bot upon farther Deliberation, he found himſelf 
very much inclined to lay before her an Alternative, 
which, in all likelfhood, the never expected. 


de 
¥ 


Ademoifelle. _Danbigné was conducted 
K from Madam Villete õ to a Relation, who 
a had · a Law - Suit then depending at Paris ; 
and being for that Reafon obliged to go 


thither; fhe carryed Mademoifelle Danbigne with her. 


‘This Lady hired Apartments in the fame Houfe 
‘where the famous Steroy was lodged : She made 
ays being oblig- 
2d to abroad alone upon a Viſit, fhe deſired he 
would give her Couſin leave, in the mean time, to 


dome and fit with him; knowing very well that a 


young Lady was in no Danger from ſuch a Perfon, 


and that perhaps it might turn to her Advantage. Mon- 
‘fleur Scaron was, of all Men living, the moſt unhap- 


in an untoward Frame of Body, being not only 
eformed but likewife very Infirm: In Confidera- 


ition of his Wit and Parts, he had a Yearly Penſion 


from the Court of five hundred Crowns. Scaron 
‘was charmed with the Converfation of Mademoi- 
ſelle Daxbigné; and her Kinfwoman took frequent 
Opportunities of leaving her with him. This gave 
Scaron Occaſion to difcover ftill new Begutiesin her 
‘from time to time. She would fometimes enter- 


tain him with the Story of her Adventures and het 


‘Misfortunes, beginning even with what the fuffer- 
ed before fhe was born: All which fhe knew how 


to deſcribe in fo expreffive and moving a Manner; 


that he found himfelf touched with a 1 Com- 
paſſion towards her; and reſolved with himfelf, if 
not to make her happy» at leaft to fet her at Eafe, 

unuery at his own Expence. 


One 
Day werefore, whcn the was left alone with him, 


as ufusl, he cpened his Intentions to her, (as it 
fe faid) much atter the following manner. 


I. am 
Mademoifelle (ſays he) not a litile moved with 


, ‘Your Misfortunes, and the great Suffer inge you have 


‘undergone; | am lik: wife very fentible of the un- 
ealie 8 under which you labour at pre- 
fent; and I have now for fome Days been contri- 
ving with my ſelf how to extricate you out of all 
Four Difficulties: At laſt IJ have fallen upon two 

ſays of doing what I fo much detire; I leave you 
0 deternune, according to your Inclinations, in the 
Choice of the one or the other; or, if neither of 


‘them pleaſe you, to refuſe them both. My For- 


tunes are too narrow to enable me to make yours 
anfwerable to yout Merit; all that I am capable of 
Jung is, either to nake you a Joint Partaker with 
My felf of the little I have, or to place you, at m 

own Expence, in any Convent you fhall chuſe. 1 
wih it were in my. Power to do mort for yoy, 


Confale your own inclinations, and do what you 


think will be moſt agreeable to your felf. As for 
my Perſon, I do not pretend to recommend it to 
you ; I know I make but an ungainly Figure; but I 
am not able to new-mould it; I offer my felf to 


you ſuch as I am; and yet, ſuch as you fee me, 1 


doaffure you, that] would norbeftow my ſelf upon a- 
other; and that I muſt have a very great Eſteem 
fer you, ever to propofe a Marriage, which, of all 
things in the World, I have had the leaſt in my 

‘houghts hitherto. Confider therefore, and take 
Jour final Reſolutions, either to turn Nun, or to 
mary me, or to continue in your prefent Conditi- 
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in her ſelf no Call towafds a Nuniiery, the aunfwer- 


— * . 


made a good Wife to Sceron, living happily with 
him, and watited no Conveniencies. during his Life; 
but lofing him, fhe loft all; his Penfion ceafed up- 
on his Death, and the found het felf again reduced 
tothe fame indigent Condition in which fhe had 
deen before her Marriage: 

Upon this fie retired into Corivent. in the 
Pluce Royale, founded for the Relief of neceſſitous 
Perfons; ‘where the Friends of her decesſed Huſ- 
band took Care of her. It was here the Friendſhi 
between her and Madam Saint Baſils (a Nun) ha 
its beginning, which has continued ever fince,; for 
fhe fttll goes to Viſit her frequently in the Convent 
de la Raquette, where the now lives. And to the 
Honour of Madam Maintenon, it muſt be allowed, 
that fhe has always been of a grateful Temper, and 


mindful, in her high Fortunes, of her old Friends, 


-to-whom fhe had formerly been obliged. 
Her Husband’s Friends did all they could to pre- 


vail upon the Court to continue to her the Penfion 
‘which Monfieur Scaron had eujoyed: n order to 


this, Petitions were 1 ges in, which be- 


gan always with, The Widow Scaron moft humbly 


prays Majeſty, & c. But all thefe Petitions ſig 
nitye 


nothing; and the King wasfo weary of them 
that he has been heard to ſay, Muff I always be pe- 
tere with the Widow Scaton? notwithftandin 


which, her Friends were teſolved not to be dif 


couraged in their Endeavours to ſerve her. 

Atter this, the quitted the Convent, and went to 
live in the Hotel d Albert, where her Husband had 
always been very much eſteemed. Here (it is ſaid) 
fomething very remarkable happened to her, whic 
I thall relate, becauſe I find it fo. confidently af- 
firmed upon the Knowledge of a certain Author. 
There were Mafons at 


von: One of them came into her Chamber, and, 
finding two or three Vifitants of her own Sex, de- 


fired he might ſpeak with her in private; the carry- 


ed him into her Cloſet, where he took upon him 
to tell her all the future Events of her Life. But 
whence he drew this Knowledge (continues my 
Author) which Time has fo wonderfully verifyed, 


is a Myſtery ftill to me. As for Madam Scaroz, the. 
_ faw then ſo little Appearance of Probability in his 
PrediGions, that fhe hardly gave the leaft heed to 


them. _ Neverthelefs the Company, upon her return, 
remark’d fome Alteration in her Countenance ; and 
one of the Ladies faid, Surely this Man has brought 
you fome very pleafing News, for you look with, 
a more chearful Air than you did before he came. 
in. There would be fufficient Reafon for my 


doing fo, reply’d fhe, if 1. could give any 
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M ork in the Hotel d Al- 
bert, not far from the Apartment of Madam Sca= 
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ch too great a Senfe of her 9 to him not to Hey 
0 be deſirous of that way of Lifę, that would give her , 
i- the moſt frequent Occafions of fhewing her Grati- 
0 tude to him. Stara, who. was prepoflefs’d with 
> the on Hopes of paſſing his Life with a Per- | 
a- fon he liked fo well, was charmed with her An- 
yk. rer. They both came to a Refolution, that he | 
1 ſhould ask her Relation's Confent that very Even- | 
of ing: She gave it very frankly; and this Narrisge, 
er fo ſoon concluded, was, as it were, the Inlet to all 
to the future Fortunes of Madam Maistenon, She 
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